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The Bad Green Stuff

smoothed out wrinkles
to the hiss of steam the smell of starch the

One important thing to consider when remodeling your laundry room is how to discourage
the kind of green that you don’t want: mold, mildew, and fungus. Mary Cordaro, president and
co-founder of Los Angeles-area-based H3Environmental, a company that specializes in resources
for diagnosing “sick building syndrome” and education, offers the following mold-busting advice.

beat of the turquoise dryer
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—from “Moments of Grace,” by Joyanna Laughlin
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Never carpet a laundry
room; carpet holds onto
moisture and breeds mold.
Replace rubber washing
machine hoses with Teflon
aluminum-braided lines to
prevent leaks and hoses
bursting; turn off the
water at the point where

it enters the washing
machine supply line when
you go on vacation to
prevent leaks or floods;
and periodically move the
washing machine away
from the wall and check
for leaks that can cause
mold inside the wall or
under the floor.
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If you use a dryer, make
sure a duct vents hot dryer
air directly outdoors.
Natural ventilation—a
good, old-fashioned open
window—is the best way
to vent additional moist air
from the washer and
dryer to the outside.
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